CHESTER

Defoe, visiting Chester in the early eighteenth century, con-
sidered that its most remarkable features were the Walls,
* which are very firm, beautiful and in good repair,' the Castle,
the Cathedral, the River Dee and the bridge over it. To this
list most people would add the Rows, but Defoe merely re-
marks of them that' they serve to make the city look both old
and ugly '. The eighteenth century clearly did not share our
present day passion for the medieval and the half-timbered.
But no one would quarrel with his choice of the Walls as the
first place of interest, for there is always a special fascination
about a walled town.

Chester has been walled since the time of Agricola and it is
probable that before the Roman occupation the town was de-
fended by British earthworks. Its situation made it both in
Roman and Saxon times a key position for the subjugation
of the Celtic west and north-west. To the Romans it was
Castra Legionum, one of their chief military stations. Beneath
the old part of the town, whose street plan still follows that of
the City of Legions, are many traces of the Roman occupation ;
the foundations of the Walls, the huge amphitheatre recently
excavated, the masonry from the Roman quay on the Roodee,
the tombstones of soldiers, altars and pillars. With the de-
parture of the legions Chester seems to have lain waste for a
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